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YouthPLAYS is an exciting mix of award-winning professional dramatists and talented new 
discoveries, each with an original theatrical voice, who are dedicated to expanding the 
vocabulary of theatre for young actors and audiences.  On our website you'll find one-act and 
full-length plays for teen actors and audiences, as well as plays for younger children, either as 
performers or audience members.  We also have a selection of monologues and duets for 
performance and competition.  The work of our member authors has been widely produced at 
high schools and middle schools, youth theatres and other TYA companies, both amateur and 
professional, as well as at elementary schools, camps, churches and other institutions serving 
young audiences and/or actors worldwide.  All of the plays available through YouthPLAYS 
are appropriate for young people.   Most are intended for performance by young people, while 
some are intended for adult actors performing for young audiences. 

What makes YouthPLAYS  different from a traditional publisher?  One, we're run by 
experienced playwrights who are experienced teachers as well. And two, we're changing the 
way business is done to save the environment and benefit customer and playwright alike. You 
can order any script in its entirety for free  as a non-printable PDF file. No trees die, no energy is 
expended in delivery—all you do is fill out a simple online form and receive the script via email 
within 48 hours (but usually within a few hours, if not minutes). If you like what you read, you 
pay the royalty and get a printable PDF file—print just what you need. You save time, avoid 
shipping costs and, better yet in this time of tightened budgets, you don't have to spend 
hundreds of dollars on scripts.  If you are looking for a diverse collection of entertaining, thought 
provoking plays, then search no further. 
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FULL LENGTH PLAYS AND MUSICALS 
 
ALICE ON THE OTHER SIDE 
By Matt Buchanan 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Musical. Large, flexible ensemble cast of 
30+, with doubling possible.  About 95 
minutes.  Multiple settings.  Suitable for 
middle school and older.  Freely adapted 
from Lewis Carroll's Through the Looking 
Glass. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
All the favorite characters and 13 original 
songs make this a fun night out for the 
audience and an exciting challenge for 
young performers. Follow Alice as she 
wonders, and then investigates, what life is 
like on the other side of the looking glass. Is 
it more exciting? Will she be more 
important? Alice meets a host of colorful 
characters, including Humpty Dumpty, the 
White Knight, Tweedle Dee and Tweedly 
Dum, and a Lion and a Unicorn. She even 
briefly becomes Queen. Still, in the end she 
comes to realize that as exotic as it might 
be, the "other side" is no substitute for 
home. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Alice on the Other 
Side, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/56. 
 
Amateur rights for Alice on the Other Side 
are $80.00 for the first performance and 
$60.00 for each additional performance.  
These prices include the right to print as 
many copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 

THE BASEBALL KING  
By Amelia Ross 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy.  4-25 males, 2-25 females (17-50+ 
performers).  80-100 minutes.  Suitable for 
middle school and up. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Imagine the ancient Bible stories of David 
and Goliath, King Saul, and Jonathan. Now 
imagine them retold…baseball style. Meet 
David Shepherd, Professional Slugger and 
jack-of-all-trades; Phil Steen, a muscle-
bound pitcher for The Giants; Coach King, 
the inadequate coach of The Losers with a 
25-year losing streak; and Jonathan, a 
young ball player who is caught between 
pleasing his father and his new best friend, 
David. High action and mounting mayhem 
fill the stage as David and Coach King battle 
for Jonathan’s affection, the crowd’s 
allegiance, and ultimately, for the position of 
coach. Everyone is asking, “Who is the real 
Baseball King?” But behind all this, another 
question lurks. Will the greatest misnomer in 
all of baseball occur? Will The Losers 
become The Winners? 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for The Baseball King, 
go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/68. 
 
Amateur rights for The Baseball King are 
$80.00 for the first performance and $60.00 
for each additional performance.  These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
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BOBOS 
By Ed Shockley and James McBride 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Musical. Large, flexible cast of 20+.  About 
120 minutes. Suitable for middle school and 
up. 
 
The premiere production set a box office 
record at American Music Theatre Festival, 
then went on to win several major awards 
including the Richard Rodgers Award (the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters), 
and the Stephen Sondheim Award for 
Outstanding Contributions to American 
Musical Theatre. 
 

 
Poster from the American Music Theatre 

Festival's record-setting premiere of Bobos . 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Alfred, a 13-year-old South Philly kid, has a 
surprise party and gets the worst pair of 
sneakers in the universe, "Bobos."  He's the 
laughing stock of the neighborhood until the 
local drug lord gives him great shoes just for 
holding a little bag for a little while.  What 
Alfred doesn't realize is that this is a trap.  
He gets robbed and suddenly finds his life 
spiraling out of control until he is forced to 
take a stand along with the working class 
residents of his neighborhood to reclaim the 
streets.  This gritty, urban opera, with score 
by Grammy Award winner James McBride, 
celebrates the power of an individual to 
inspire change despite seemingly 
overwhelming odds. 
 

TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Bobos, go to our 
online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/57. 
 
Amateur rights for Bobos are $80.00 for the 
first performance and $60.00 for each 
additional performance. These prices 
include the right to print as many copies of 
the script as your production needs.  
Professional rights should be negotiated 
directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
DAY ONE 
Book and Lyrics by Jonathan Dorf, Music by 
James Balmer and Mary Nelson 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Musical. 3 males, 5 females plus an 
ensemble of flexible size and gender 
ranging from 15-50+ performers.  90 
minutes. Suitable for high school and older. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
It’s the first day of school. All over the stage, 
characters sing about their hopes and fears 
for the year. For Jake and Stanley, seniors 
and best friends, it's about the excitement of 
finally being on top. Stella, a senior transfer, 
wants to make friends. Erika, junior class 
president, wants to become student council 
president, while Skeeter, a freshman boy, 
just wants to avoid getting stuffed into his 
locker. And Blaise, a senior, hates the 
school and everyone in it; she wants to get 
the year over with. 
 
Stanley, who’s been looking for a Stella for 
the longest time, drafts her into his and 
Jake's circle. The year is shaping up to be a 
great one, and the three of them make a 
pact to make the year last forever.  But not 
everyone shares their enthusiasm.  For 
Skeeter, Erika and Blaise, the year can’t be 
over soon enough. 
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When Helen, Jake’s old flame and rumored 
to have magical powers arrives, that dream 
of keeping senior year going forever just 
may be within their grasp.  Will the seniors 
stay united and win out, or will the 
underclassmen and outsiders push their 
way to the top?  Will the mysterious Thyme 
prove to be the key? 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Day One, go to our 
online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/59. 
 
Amateur rights for Day One are $80.00 for 
the first performance and $60.00 for each 
additional performance. These prices 
include the right to print as many copies of 
the script as your production needs.  
Professional rights should be negotiated 
directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
GREAT EXPECTATIONS 
By Rocco P. Natale 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama. 5 males, 7 females. 75-90 minutes. 
Suitable for high school and older. Great 
Expectations was developed at the The 
Newington-Cropsey Art Academy and 
received staged readings and full 
productions with TAB Productions, the 
University of Connecticut and New York 
University.  
 
SYNOPSIS 
In this adaptation of the classic Dickens' 
novel, a young orphan boy named Pip is 
fostered by his sister and her husband, 
Joe.  Across the marsh comes a mysterious 
stranger, a convict, who frightens Pip and 
forces the boy to steal food for him.  The 
convict escapes and Pip thinks no more of 
the event.  In time, Pip is sent to a grand but 
dilapidated manor house, where a reclusive 
old woman named Miss Havisham (dressed 
in the torn wedding gown she wore on the 

day she was jilted at the altar) wastes away 
the time with her beautiful adopted 
daughter, Estella.   
 
Pip falls in love with Estella, who has been 
taught to be elitist and cruel by her adopted 
mother.  The years go by and though Pip 
becomes Joe's apprentice, he yearns for a 
life beyond his reach.  Out of the blue, Pip is 
informed by a lawyer named Jaggers, that 
he has a secret benefactor who believes in 
Pip's "great expectations." Pip imagines 
Miss Havisham has made his fortune.  
Indeed, it appears as if she has groomed 
Pip and Estella for marital bliss...but all is 
not as it appears.  The mysterious convict 
returns with one startling discovery after 
another.  In the end, love triumphs in this 
story which trumpets the will of the human 
spirit and human heart. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Great Expectations, 
go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/83. 
 
Amateur rights for Great Expectations are 
$80.00 for the first performance and $60.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
MASKS 
By Paul E. Doniger 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy.  5 males, 6 females, 2 either and 
6-12+ extras (1 of whom should be female, 
and the others may be of either gender).  
100-120 minutes.  Suitable for high school 
and older. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Masks  is a poignant and hilarious love story 
set in a Commedia troupe. Young Pierette 
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replaces her father in the comic 
performances then nearly destroys the 
company by falling in love with the faithless 
Flavio. The mix of classic Dell’Arte 
performances and the dramatic lives of the 
offstage actors create a completely unique 
theatrical experience with challenging roles 
for all of the performers. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Masks, go to our 
online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/76. 
 
Amateur rights for Masks are $80.00 for the 
first performance and $60.00 for each 
additional performance. These prices 
include the right to print as many copies of 
the script as your production needs.  
Professional rights should be negotiated 
directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 

 
Pantalone and Lavinia in the Pomperaug High 
School (Southbury, CT) production of Masks . 

 
 
MIRACLE IN MUDVILLE  
By D.W. Gregory 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy.  5-11+ males, 13-17+ females, 3+ 
either.  60-70 minutes.  Suitable for middle 
school and high school. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Casey is the worst ballplayer in the Mudville 
Little League, the butt of jokes and an 

embarrassment to his Dad, who brags of his 
glory days in the outfield. But he's not alone 
in feeling inadequate; his friends Murphy 
and Hector suffer by comparison to their 
parents, too. Then a chance encounter with 
the ghost of the town's dead librarian throws 
Casey and his friends into a time warp—
where they discover that some of their 
parents'  big adventures didn't quite happen 
the way they said... 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Miracle in Mudville, 
go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/80. 
 
Amateur rights for Miracle in Mudville are 
$80.00 for the first performance and $60.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com . 
 

 
Miracle in Mudville  at Imagination Stage 

(Bethesda, MD) 

 
 
ONE GOOD THING 
By Don Zolidis 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama.  8-25 males, 13-30 females 
(doubling possible).  120-130 minutes. 
Suitable for high school and older. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Travis, a senior in high school, is pretty 
miserable. The girl he's in love with doesn't 
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know he exists, his father is leaving his 
mother, and his older brother has been 
deployed to Iraq. All he really wants to do is 
make it through high school, but that's 
easier said than done. Erynne, a rebellious 
punk girl, would probably think Travis has it 
easy. She's been kicked out of her house 
and is living in a mini-van and her boyfriend 
is thinking about dumping her. 
 
Even though they have class together at 
school, Travis and Erynne don't know each 
other. And whether or not they find each 
other will determine if they live through the 
night.  A play about dealing with tragedy 
and the strength necessary to survive, all in 
the search for just one good thing. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for One Good Thing, go 
to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/70. 
 
Amateur rights for One Good Thing are 
$80.00 for the first performance and $60.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
PRINCE UGLY 
A Musical by Matt Buchanan 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Fairy Tale. 4 males, 3 females, 7 either. 45 
minutes. Suitable for elementary school and 
older. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
The story seems familiar at first.  A new 
baby is born to the King and Queen, and a 
gala reception is held. But somehow the 
invitation intended for the sorceress, Lady 
Rebecca of Steppington, fails to arrive. 
Angry at being slighted, Lady Rebecca 
shows up anyway and curses the baby. 

Only this baby is a boy, and this curse is 
different. Prince William will be the ugliest 
child on the face of the earth—so ugly that 
children run from him and even adults look 
away. The only way the curse can be 
broken is for Prince William to make one 
real friend. But how can he, when children 
run from him? 
 
At first, no one tells the Prince about the 
curse. But Megan (the "maid of all work" 
and the only one in the palace who really 
understands Prince William) finally 
persuades his parents to tell him the truth. 
For a moment he's devastated, but then he 
realizes that now at least he has hope. If he 
can just make a friend, the curse will be 
broken. 
 
After a few false starts, Prince William 
comes up with a plan. Covering his face, 
first with a paper bag and later with a mask, 
he is able to play with other children for the 
first time. But his elevated status, along with 
a strong dose of trying to hard, still keep him 
from his goal of true friendship. Finally the 
King offers a huge reward for anyone who 
makes friends with the Prince. Hundreds of 
children come, but it still doesn't work. 
 

 
The King and Queen react to the curse in Prince 

Ugly  at Montgomery Academy (Montgomery, AL). 
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Meanwhile the palace is all in an uproar 
because someone has been stealing food 
from the kitchens, and Maurice (the 
temperamental palace chef who is the only 
one in the kingdom who can cook food that 
the King can eat) is threatening to quit. To 
placate him, the King declares that the 
culprit, if caught, will be banished. When it 
finally turns out that the thief is 
Meghandlean (she's just taking leftovers to 
feed her seven children), Prince William 
can't bear to see her banished. He takes the 
rap himself. 
 

 
Prince William dons a mask in Prince Ugly . 

 
Instantly there's a thunderclap and Lady 
Rebecca appears to announce that the 
curse is over. By caring more about 
someone else than about himself, Prince 
William has demonstrated true friendship. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Prince Ugly the 
Musical, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/63 
 
Amateur rights for Prince Ugly the Musical 
are $80.00 for the first performance and 
$60.00 for each additional performance. 
These prices include the right to print as 
many copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 

negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
ROLL OF THUNDER HEAR MY 
CRY 
By Ed Shockley 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama. Flexible cast of 12-40+ (6+M, 4+F, 
ensemble of 2-20+). 105-115 minutes. 
Suitable for middle school and up. 
 
Authorized adaptation of Mildred D. Taylor's 
Newberry Award winning novel set in Jim 
Crow Mississippi. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
The gripping story of Cassie Logan's 
coming of age in Jim Crow Mississippi is 
brought to life on the stage. A cast of ten 
principal actors plus an expandable chorus 
performing in a stark setting transform this 
epic story into an inspiring tale of hope and 
triumph in the face of adversity. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Roll of Thunder Hear 
My Cry, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/64. 
 
Amateur rights for Roll of Thunder Hear My 
Cry are $80.00 for the first performance and 
$60.00 for each additional performance. 
These prices include the right to print as 
many copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
STRANGER ON THE BUS 
By Ed Shockley 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama. Large, flexible cast of 12-50. About 
120 minutes. Suitable for all ages. 
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An originally researched, award-winning 
dream play commissioned by Children's 
Theatre of Charlotte, exploring the history of 
race relations in the region and the 
landmark desegregation case, Swann v. 
Charlotte/Mechlenberg Board of Education. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Two families assemble in the hospital room 
of an unconscious young Afro-American girl 
injured in a public school riot. Suddenly the 
realistic world melts away as Jim Crow, a 
giant trickster bird, emerges signaling our 
entrance into the world of dream. Events in 
Charlotte history from World War Two 
through the first successful use of busing for 
racial integration all appear in wildly 
exaggerated imagery as the two families 
struggle to maintain friendships through the 
many tests. 
 
WWII joins the young women of the two 
families in lifelong friendship. It also alters 
the perspective of the men as Afro-
American soldiers rescue wounded white 
soldiers on the beaches of Normandy. Jim 
Crow, however, continues creating conflict 
upon their return to America. Segregated 
buses, lack of employment opportunities, 
and legalistic tricks all presented in slapstick 
fashion challenge the spirit of togetherness 
until Thurgood Marshall appears as a 
western sheriff and shoots down the Plessy 
Gang. 
 
First person interview and meticulously 
researched historical characters weave 
through the story and ultimately establish 
the model desegregation program. 
 
Liberty, the wounded girl, awakens and 
returns us to the reality of the post-
integration school system. Everything was 
not resolved in 1971, and this Afro-
American child was attacked by her Afro-
American peers for "acting white." The play 
resolves with a hopeful future but without 
the simplistic quality of a fairy tale. Jim Crow 
is still alive and filled with venom, waiting for 
an opportunity to strike and continue his war 
against harmony. 

 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Stranger on the Bus, 
go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/65. 
 
Amateur rights for Stranger on the Bus are 
$80.00 for the first performance and $60.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
TALES OF THE WINDSHIP 
By Fengar Gael 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Young Audiences.  75-80 minutes.  Flexible 
ensemble with a minimum of 6 actors (3 
males, 3 females) and virtually no maximum 
(roughly 25 speaking roles).  Multiple 
casting is expected.  Suitable for elementary 
school and older. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
A lost and nameless girl called Nobody 
steps aboard an ancient Windship seeking a 
home somewhere in the wide world of fairy 
tales. Nobody begins her journey soaring 
over clouds towards England to become the 
mother of Lazy Jack. She soon realizes 
she’s much too young to be Jack’s mother, 
so the Windship sails for a kingdom in 
Germany where Nobody spins straw into 
gold for an imp named Rumplestiltskin, then 
marries the king. Alas, Nobody is certain 
she’s not a queen but she might be 
someone’s sister, so she sets sail for China 
to join The Four Foo Sisters where she 
acquires a neck made of iron which nearly 
loses. Soon Nobody decides it’s more likely 
she has a brother, so she sails for France to 
meet The Yellow Dwarf who is much too 
greedy to be an ideal relation, and she flees 
once again.  From France the Windship 
drifts to Mexico where Nobody serves as 
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the humble servant, Esperanza, and when 
that doesn’t suit her, Nobody escapes to 
Russia to become the romantic, dog-loving 
daughter of a nobleman. When all these 
characters and countries fail to bestow her 
true identity, Nobody confesses to 
possessing a name and a country after all: 
She’s Myrtle Peaseblossom who dwells in 
modern times in a modern city in the United 
States of America. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Tales of the 
Windship, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/78. 
 
Amateur rights for Tales of the Windship are 
$80.00 for the first performance and $60.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
WAR OF THE BUTTONS 
By Jonathan Dorf 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama.  10-14 males, 2 females.  90-100 
minutes.  A free adaptation of Louis 
Pergaud's novel La Guerre des Boutons. 
Suitable for audiences 10 years old and up 
(and for middle or high school age 
performers). 
 

 
 

SYNOPSIS 
At the end of every summer, the kids of one 
small town go to war. Their opponents: the 
students of the nearby boarding school, 
newly-returned from their exotic travels and 
fancy homes. There may not be blood, but 
there will be no doubt who wins this 
year: those captured will have their buttons 
cut off—so says Charlie, leaders of the 
townies. 
 

 
 
With the closing of the ice cream factory, its 
main industry, the town has been plunged 
into ruin, and the prep school has started to 
buy up failed real estate. For the local 
kids—for whom every button is precious—
the war has become about saving their 
home. They turn the old ice cream factory 
into their headquarters and hide their war 
chest there. But that’s not all that’s hiding at 
the ice cream factory: Charlie’s parents 
have left town to look for work and 
abandoned him. If he's found out by the 
adults, he'll be sent away for sure. 
 
Just as the locals seem to be winning, one 
of  their own betrays them, and the preps 
take everything.  With time running out, can 
Charlie and his friends find a way to save 
the day, or will all—including Charlie 
himself—be lost? 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for War of the Buttons, 
go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/66. 
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Amateur rights for War of the Buttons are 
$80.00 for the first performance and $60.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 

copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
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ONE ACT PLAYS 
 
 
THE ADVENTURES OF ROCKY 
& SKYE 
By Kelly DuMar 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy. 2-16 males, 2-21 females (4-37 
actors possible). 30-35 minutes. Suitable for 
audiences of all ages, and either elementary 
and middle school actors in age-appropriate 
roles, or older actors. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Through a series of short, fast-paced 
scenes, a quartet of characters grow up 
before the audience's eyes, as we witness 
the friendship, fun and social skirmishes 
Rocky, Skye, Ratani and Grant, encounter 
on their journey from kindergarten through 
middle school.  Whether they’re debating 
whose father can reach the moon first, 
kissing and telling, picturing unlikely future 
careers, double dating or waiting for the last 
bell of middle school to ring, these charming 
characters inspire us to laugh and 
appreciate the extraordinary moments of 
ordinary life. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for The Adventures of 
Rocky & Skye, go to our online order page 
at http://youthplays.com/plays/view/79. 
 
Amateur rights for The Adventures of Rocky 
& Skye are $60.00 for the first performance 
and $35.00 for each additional performance.  
These prices include the right to print as 
many copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 

AURELIA'S MAGIC 
By John Bolen 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy. 5-7 actors. About 60 minutes. 
Suitable for all ages. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Young Aurelia, age 14, can’t wait to be an 
adult. When she comes upon Seavus, a 
fairy, she finds he can grant her that 
wish. Although soon, whenever life throws 
her difficulties, she wishes for time to race 
by, until she finds herself an old woman 
regretting that she never had time to savor 
the good things in her life. Seavus then 
confesses that he is a fake and never had 
the magical power to accelerate time. It is 
only from her perspective looking back, that 
time seems to have raced by. As Seavus 
puts it, all of humankind seems to be 
“dancing on a grave, about to fall in at any 
moment.” 
 

 
Aurelia's Magic  at the Garden Grove Playhouse 

(Garden Grove, CA).  
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Aurelia's Magic, go 
to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/79. 
 
Amateur rights for Aurelia's Magic are 
$60.00 for the first performance and $35.00 
for each additional performance.  These 
prices include the right to print as many 
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copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
BATTEN DOWN THE 
HATCHLINGS 
By Scott Icenhower 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy. 3 males, 3 females, 7 either. 35-
45 minutes. Suitable for middle school and 
older. First performance: $60 (this includes 
permission to make copies of the script as 
necessary for your production). Each 
additional performance: $30.  
 
“I love your play! The characters are fun and 
clever…” Barbara Britton, Director (retired), 
Greensboro Children’s Theatre 

SYNOPSIS 
It is obvious that hatchling Cliff is different 
from his family of prairie chickens.  A 
vulture, pretending to be a midwife, talent 
scout and a casting agent, tries 
unsuccessfully to take the misfit away. This 
only strengthens the parents' resolve to 
keep the family together and teach all the 
hatchlings the ways of the prairie chicken. 
Still, Cliff doesn’t fit in.  Can running away 
and going on a vision quest help him 
discover himself and his purpose in life?  
Loosely based on a Native American story, 
an eagle learns to live among prairie 
chickens and eat lots of fish. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Batten Down the 
Hatchlings, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/91. 
 
Amateur rights for Batten Down the 
Hatchlings are $60.00 for the first 
performance and $35.00 for each additional 
performance.  These prices include the right 
to print as many copies of the script as your 
production needs.  Professional rights 

should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
THE BREAD, THE BRACELET 
AND THE DOVE 
By Claudia Haas 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy. 40-50 minutes. 2 males, 10 
females, 6 either. Suitable for middle school 
as well as high school actors, and 
appropriate for audiences of all ages.  
 
SYNOPSIS 
Based on an Italian folktale, the play centers 
around what Italians love best: food and 
family. Amid an array of colorful, quirky, 
emotional characters, two children save a 
magical dove and learn up close and 
personal about the meaning of famiglia. Set 
in a lively marketplace in Renaissance Italy, 
the play is fast-paced, lively, with moments 
of great silliness and sweetness. 
 

 
The Bread, the Bracelet and the Dove  at 

Lakeshore Players Theatre (White Bear Lake, MN). 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for The Bread, The 
Bracelet and the Dove, go to our online 
order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/88. 
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Amateur rights for The Bread, the Bracelet 
and the Dove are $60.00 for the first 
performance and $35.00 for each additional 
performance.  These prices include the right 
to print as many copies of the script as your 
production needs.  Professional rights 
should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
THE BUTTONHOLE BANDIT 
Book and lyrics by Fengar Gael, Music by 
Michael Silversher 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Musical. About 60 minutes. 4-6 males, 3-6 
females. Suitable for performance by middle 
school or older actors, and for audiences of 
all ages.  
 
SYNOPSIS 
Little Phoebe Potts has a vivid imagination, 
which is why she spends her after school 
hours cowering in a closet. Then one day 
she follows a moth through a buttonhole 
and discovers an entire galaxy on the other 
side! With the help of an alien named Melf 
the Gelf, Phoebe embarks on a magical 
journey to save the Galaxy Clesto. There 
she encounters alien creatures who bestow 
wondrous gifts: gloves for seeing through 
densities of matter; anti-gravitational boots 
for leaping great distances; and beanies for 
breathing under water. Soon Phoebe 
discovers that by making friends and 
conquering her fears, an imagination can be 
a wonderful thing! 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for The Buttonhole 
Bandit, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/87. 
 
Amateur rights for The Buttonhole Bandit 
are $60.00 for the first performance and 
$50.00 for each additional performance.  
These prices include the right to print as 
many copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 

negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
CORNER CRITICS 
By Donna Latham 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Dramedy. 20-30 minutes. 2 males, 2 
females, plus possible extras. Suitable for 
high school and older.  
 
SYNOPSIS 
Bully Bree waits for her meet-up, poetic 
Locust. Bree’s snarky comments outrage 
hippie chick Jessica, who Bree once 
stabbed in the back. Bree claims the girls’ 
patched-up friendship picked up right where 
it left off. Is that a good thing for Jessica—
and does karma really reign? 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Corner Critics, go to 
our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/102. 
 
Amateur rights for Corner Critics are $40.00 
for the first performance and $30.00 for 
each additional performance.  These prices 
include the right to print as many copies of 
the script as your production needs.  
Professional rights should be negotiated 
directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
DODGE 
By Ed Shockley 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy. Large, flexible cast of 20+.  25-40 
minutes. Suitable for elementary and middle 
school and up. 
 
Dodge was written specifically for pre-teen 
performers, but the layered humor allows it 
also to be performed by older actors. 
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Dodge  at the Children's Theatre Company 

(Goderich, ON, Canada). 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Dodge disappears after being sent to fetch 
more gold paint for the autumn leaves. 
She's really just trying to get out of the work 
of painting the leaves, but the other Elves 
assume that she has been waylaid by the 
winter Gnomes in an elaborate plot to 
create a new ice age. War is brewing 
between the Elves and the Gnomes. 
 
Holmstead, a character worthy of Arthur 
Conan Doyle, sets out with Swallow, 
following the clues the hapless Dodge has 
left behind, as Dodge herself tries 
desperately to think of a way to return and 
avert war without revealing her laziness and 
deception. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Dodge, go to our 
online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/36. 
 
Amateur rights for Dodge are $45.00 for the 
first performance and $25.00 for each 
additional performance. These prices 
include the right to print as many copies of 
the script as your production needs.  
Professional rights should be negotiated 
directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 

GO JOE 
By Len Cuthbert 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Dramedy. 13+ either. 30-40 minutes.  
Suitable for middle school and older. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
A youth theatre cast are preparing to stage 
the musical Joseph for a drama contest.  
Ironically, some of the cast members 
become jealous of the lead actor, who 
seems to be favored by the director.  When 
they devise a plan to oust him, the 
production gets derailed and their chance to 
compete in the contest is jeopardized. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Go Joe, go to our 
online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/84. 
 
Amateur rights for Go Joe are $60.00 for the 
first performance and $35.00 for each 
additional performance.  These prices 
include the right to print as many copies of 
the script as your production needs.  
Professional rights should be negotiated 
directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
HARDCASTLE FLOWERS:  
SPACE DETECTIVE 
By Ed Shockley 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama. Flexible ensemble of 9-30 actors. 
45-55 minutes. Suitable for middle school 
and up. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Stahl Flowers, the non-violent champion of 
inter-galactic peace, has been killed in what 
first appears to be an accident. The Chief of 
Police has assigned an incompetent 
investigator and a laser happy boob to 
investigate but a crackerjack detective (in 
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the vein of Inspector Clouseau) muscles in 
on the investigation that leads from an 
orbiting space station near Earth to an 
asteroid-pelted relay station on the Saturn 
moon Titan. Reuben, a bumbling 
bureaucrat, continually inhibits progress by 
zapping informants and destroying clues but 
the trail still leads to the badlands of Mars. 
There it is revealed that Stahl Flowers is still 
alive but the response to his erroneous 
death report has been so unifying that there 
is a trans-galactic effort to at the very least 
delay his resurrection until the long festering 
hatreds of multiple colonies have been laid 
to rest. Now, do you reveal the truth or 
collaborate in a well intentioned deception? 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Hardcastle Flowers:  
Space Detective, go to our online order 
page at http://youthplays.com/plays/view/30. 
 
Amateur rights for Hardcastle Flowers:  
Space Detective are $60.00 for the first 
performance and $35.00 for each additional 
performance. These prices include the right 
to print as many copies of the script as your 
production needs.  Professional rights 
should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
JOHNNY AND SALLY ANN 
By Tom Smith 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy. 2 males, 1-5 females, 2-28 either.   
55-65 minutes. Suitable for all ages. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Traveling the American wilderness to 
distribute apple seeds to the poor, Johnny 
Appleseed and his friend Pete encounter 
Sally Ann Thunder Ann Whirlwind (the 
future wife of Davey Crockett), who proves 
that a girl can do anything a boy can; Betsy 
Ross, who tells them about the creation of 
the American flag; and Belinda, who seeks 
the help of Johnny and Pete to save an 

orphanage.  Throughout, Johnny shares 
many of the adventures that have made him 
famous: both true stories and tall tales. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Johnny and Sally 
Ann, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/95. 
 
Amateur rights for Johnny and Sally Ann are 
$60.00 for the first performance and $35.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
KADIJA & SWANN 
By Ed Shockley 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy. 2 females. About 15 minutes. 
Suitable for high school and up. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Swann, a teen with a prepubescent 
imagination, has used the boys' lavatory. 
This event is followed by the death of her 
pet rabbit. She enlists the aid of her best 
and only friend, Kadija, to confirm her 
suspicions and help in this catastrophe. The 
girls steal a big sister's home pregnancy 
test and misuse it, then decide that Swann 
must run for five minutes non stop, since 
"missing a carriage" causes a woman to 
lose a baby. Ultimately the sleeping rabbit 
awakens and it's off to the mall for a victory 
burger. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request perusal materials and a 
production contract for Kadija & Swann, go 
to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/39. 
 
Amateur rights for Kadija & Swann are 
$30.00 for the first performance and $20.00 
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for each additional performance.  A 
forensics license is $20.00, and allows use 
by one team per year.  These prices include 
the right to print as many copies of the script 
as your production needs.  Professional 
rights should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
THE KENNEL CLUB 
By David Muncaster 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Dramedy. 10-15 minutes. 4 either. Suitable 
for all ages. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
A warm and uplifting play set in rescue 
kennels. Sally is the top dog and has a plan 
that she is sure will result in all the dogs 
finding new homes; but they will have to 
work together if they are going to succeed.  
  
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials for The 
Kennel Club, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/96.  
 
Amateur rights for The Kennel Club are 
$25.00 for the first performance and $15.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
LITTLE MISS DREAMER (A Nite 
in the Life of Bessie Smith) 
(AKA: Bessie Smith, Empress of the Blues) 
By Ed Shockley 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama. Flexible cast of 9-40. About 50 
minutes. Suitable for high school and up. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Young Bessie Smith is facing her first 
audience north of the Mason Dixon line. 

She has already seen them heckle a 
performer from the stage earlier. She tries 
to find courage in a jar of moonshine but 
instead animates the furniture of her 
dressing room and it leads her back through 
the challenges and triumphs of her difficult 
childhood that have destined her for 
stardom. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Little Miss Dreamer, 
go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/40. 
 
Amateur rights for Little Miss Dreamer are 
$60.00 for the first performance and $35.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 

 
Ebony Jo-Ann and the late Neil Harris in the Frank 
Silvera Writers' Workshop (NY) premiere of Little 

Miss Dreamer . Photo by Bert Andrews. 
 
 
MERLIN & VIVIEN 
By Ed Shockley 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama. 1 male, 1 female.  About 40 
minutes.  Suitable for high school and up. 
Inspired by Alfred Lord Tennyson's classic 
poem, Idylls Of The King. 
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"Shockley's play is finely crafted to a degree 
not usually found in Arthurian legend; It is 
never anachronistically modern nor self-
consciously 'period,' and the two characters 
are well-developed and fun to be with."—
Welcomat (Philadelphia, PA) 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Ageless Merlin, Camelot's great sorcerer, 
has retreated to Brociliande Island. These 
are the latter days of the Round Table and 
the court is filled with intrigue. Merlin is 
followed to his secret abode by Vivien, an 
outcast among the courtiers, who professes 
undying love for the sagely magician. What 
ensues is a classic game of cat and mouse 
(but which is which?). Vivien offers Merlin 
respite from the unbearable loneliness that 
accompanies great power but at what price? 
 

 
Theresa Marsh and the late C.L. Williams in Merlin 

& Vivien  at the  Lansdowne Arts Festival (PA). 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Merlin & Vivien, go 
to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/41. 
 
Amateur rights for Merlin & Vivien are 
$50.00 for the first performance and $35.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 

negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
MOTHER'S DAY 
By Kate McGrath 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama.  2 females.  15-20 minutes.  
Suitable for high school and up. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
What do teenage girls really talk about 
when they are most vulnerable?  How can 
what is not said aloud be almost as 
important as what is?  Julianne and Sarah 
attempt to avoid the topic of Julianne’s 
recent abortion, and tentatively reveal what 
they value about motherhood, as they share 
their two very different visions for the future. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Mother's Day, go to 
our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/73. 
 
Amateur rights for Mother's Day are $30.00 
for the first performance and $20.00 for 
each additional performance.  A forensics 
license is $20.00, and allows use by one 
team per year.  These prices include the 
right to print as many copies of the script as 
your production needs.  Professional rights 
should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
NESSIE AND THE TERRIBLE 
TROLL 
By Lois June Wickstrom and Jean Lorrah 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Young Audiences.  3 males, 3 females, plus 
flexible extras.  30-40 minutes.  Suitable for 
elementary school and up. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Sean is a little boy who wants to meet 
Nessie, the Loch Ness Monster. Awk-Awk is 
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a seal who wants to find his lost ball. A 
mischievous mermaid wants to get back her 
comb, stolen by the ghosts of Viking pirates. 
When a troll decides to drain the loch, these 
three must join forces to save Nessie's 
habitat. In the process, each gets what he 
or she wants most. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Nessie and the 
Terrible Troll, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/77. 
 
Amateur rights for Nessie and the Terrible 
Troll are $50.00 for the first performance 
and $30.00 for each additional performance. 
These prices include the right to print as 
many copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
NOBODY'S LISTENING 
By Ed Shockley 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama. 3 males, 3 females, plus flexible 
extras. 50-60 minutes. Suitable for 
elementary school and up.  
 
SYNOPSIS 
Nobody's Listening is a total environmental 
theatre experience. A film sets up to 
broadcast a live performance of a new pilot 
show, The Adventures of Mech-Boy.  As 
audience file in there is panic onstage 
because the actor playing the Robot star of 
the anti-violence show has gotten caught in 
his trailer. The frantic director recruits a kid 
from the audience (a plant) to replace the 
star seconds before the broadcast begins 
but the impromptu actor becomes 
increasingly uncooperative and comically 
inventive as he struggles to make the hokey 
show reflect the real challenges that youth 
face in the difficult environment of a public 
school. 
 

TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Nobody's Listening, 
go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/43. 
 
Amateur rights for Nobody's Listening are 
$60.00 for the first performance and $35.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
PERSEPHONE UNDERGROUND 
By Carol S. Lashof 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama.  2-15 males, 7-20+ females.  45-60 
minutes.  Suitable for teen performers and 
audiences. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
What would you do if your daughter ran 
away with the boyfriend from hell?  Literally. 
 If you are Demeter, the goddess of the 
harvest, you have the power to hold the 
whole earth hostage.  One afternoon, 
Demeter’s daughter Persephone is 
gathering flowers in a field with her mortal 
friends when she hears an otherworldly 
melody emanating from a cave. That 
evening, returning alone to seek the source 
of the music, she meets a mysterious young 
demigod who proves to be the nameless 
son of Hades, the lord of the dead.  Drawn 
to his tales of a world of endless 
adventures, she follows him.  Meanwhile, 
Demeter hears rumors that her beloved 
daughter has been abducted by Hades. 
 She comes in search of her and demands 
that she return home, now or never.  But 
when Persephone refuses, Demeter 
likewise refuses to keep the seasons 
turning, threatening to destroy the mortal 
world with drought and famine... 
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Persephone Underground  at Young People's 

Theatre (Ann Arbor, MI).  
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Persephone 
Underground, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/98. 
 
Amateur rights for Persephone 
Underground are $60.00 for the first 
performance and $35.00 for each additional 
performance. These prices include the right 
to print as many copies of the script as your 
production needs.  Professional rights 
should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
PRINCESS PIGFACE 
By Tommy Jamerson 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy.  2 males, 1 female, 3-4 either.  30-
40 minutes.  Suitable for teen or adult 
performers and audiences of all ages. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
When a cruel and selfish king learns that his 
stepdaughter’s beauty could be the end to 
his tyrannical reign, he places a spell on 
her—cursing her with the face of a pig!  
Now, Princess Pigface of Hillshire must 
cross many hills and swim many streams, 
seeking out acceptance and true love's first 
kiss.  Along the way, she meets a dashingly 
handsome woodsman who prefers picking 
flowers to hunting, and comes to learn that 

true beauty is found within.  Told with 
tongue planted firmly in cheek, this magical 
fairy tale is one that both kids and adults 
should enjoy! 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Princess Pigface, go 
to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/107. 
 
Amateur rights for Princess Pigface are 
$60.00 for the first performance and $35.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
REASSEMBLING SASHA 
By Patrick Gabridge 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy.  1-3 males, 7-9 females.  25-35 
minutes.  Suitable for high school and older. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Professor Sasha Marlowe has created a 
fantastic machine that can split a person 
into their constituent parts, but maybe she 
shouldn't have tested it on herself. The 
seven different elements that make up 
Sasha are running loose and aren't all 
eager to go back to being part of a single 
workaholic person. And what happens if she 
gets put back together and one of the parts 
is missing? A comic look at trying to find a 
balance between all our different strengths 
and weaknesses (and a riff on the seven 
deadly sins). 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Reassembling 
Sasha, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/74. 
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Amateur rights for Reassembling Sasha are 
$50.00 for the first performance and $35.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
SCHEME SPACE 
By Claudia Haas 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama.  2 males, 5 females.  25-35 
minutes.  Suitable for high school and older. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
The lives of seven teens collide when an 
inappropriate photo is put online. Soon, 
what starts out as a prank spirals out of 
control.  Will this ill-conceived bid for 
popularity end up destroying friendships and 
even lives? 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Scheme Space, go 
to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/82. 
Amateur rights for Scheme Space are 
$50.00 for the first performance and $35.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
SECRET LIFE UNDER THE 
STAIRS 
By Kris Knutsen 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Young audiences.  2 males, 2 females; 
characters may be played by young or adult 
actors.  30-35 minutes. Ideal for all ages, 
and potentially suitable for touring, as well 
as for sit-down productions. 

 
SYNOPSIS 
Nothing much seems to happen in the 
isolated town of Echo, Nevada...that is until 
a new kid shows up and disturbs the secret 
hideout of a group of not-so-friendly misfits.  
LuLu, Bizzy, and twins Catch and Field 
spend an afternoon discovering things they 
never knew about friendship, trust, and a 
mysterious and disgusting "Death Jar."  A 
play about making friends, navigating 
change, and exploring imaginative worlds 
that are often lurking under the stairs. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Secret Life Under 
the Stairs, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/72. 
 
Amateur rights for Secret Life Under the 
Stairs are $50.00 for the first performance 
and $35.00 for each additional performance. 
These prices include the right to print as 
many copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com.. 
 
 
THE STORY CLUB 
By Nicole Adkins 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Children's theatre.  1 male, 3 females; most 
likely adult actors playing children.  45-50 
minutes. Ideal for all ages, and potentially 
suitable for touring, as well as for sit-down 
children's theatre. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Ivy is used to being the Queen of the Story 
Club.  Everyone agrees she’s the best 
storyteller – that’s why she gets to make up 
the stories and cast the parts.  But the 
Queen 's subjects are suddenly getting 
restless:  little brother Charlie won’t stop 
practicing karate, her friend Justine starts to 
get ideas of her own, and then a clever new 
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neighbor arrives just in time to take over 
Fairy Land! 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for The Story Club, go 
to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/69. 
 
Amateur rights for The Story Club are 
$50.00 for the first performance and $35.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
THE TEA SERVANT 
By Ed Shockley 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Fairy Tale. Flexible cast of 5-20 (3+M, 2+F). 
About 35 minutes. Suitable for middle 
school and up, though there is nothing 
offensive for younger audience members. 
 
Adapted from an anonymous Samurai 
legend. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
The Tea Servant is the tale of a meticulous 
serving girl whose impetuous princess is 
determined to travel alone to her lover. The 
servant dresses as a samurai to discourage 
robbers. Confronted on the road the servant 
asks the robber for time to deliver her 
master safe to the village and then return to 
battle in the morning. The servant then 
seeks out a sensei to learn how to hold the 
weapon properly and thereby not embarrass 
herself while dying. When the servant 
encounters the robber again, her calm while 
facing death frightens him and he yields. He 
is made to renounce thieving and the tea 
servant returns to her court life briefly before 
setting out into the world and marrying the 
reformed robber, whom she discovers is 
now a peaceful and honest tea farmer. 

 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for The Tea Servant, go 
to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/50. 
 
Amateur rights for The Tea Servant are 
$60.00 for the first performance and $35.00 
for each additional performance. These 
prices include the right to print as many 
copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
TICKING 
By Jonathan Dorf 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Dark comedy.  3 males. 20-25 minutes. Unit 
set.  Ticking can stand alone or play with 
Play's End and You're Next as part of the 
Gunplay trilogy, chronicling a day in the life 
of the Doe Family and their relationship with 
guns. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
The gun is missing from the pot on the right 
rear burner at the Doe house, replaced by 
an egg. John Doe accuses his teenage son, 
Jay, of taking it, which Jay denies. John 
tries to get his younger son, Johnny, to tell 
him if Jay has taken the gun, and eventually 
the truth, that Jay took the gun and threw it 
in the garbage, comes out. John retrieves 
the gun and tries to force Jay to return it to 
its rightful place. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Ticking, go to our 
online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/51. 
 
Amateur rights for Ticking are $45.00 for the 
first performance and $25.00 for each 
additional performance. These prices 
include the right to print as many copies of 
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the script as your production needs.  
Professional rights should be negotiated 
directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
VITAL ORGANS 
By Jonathan Dorf 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Dark comedy. 3 males, 2 females, though 
some gender flexibility is possible (3 of the 
characters could be cross-cast). 15-20 
minutes.  Suitable for performance and 
viewing by middle school age and up.  
 
SYNOPSIS 
A recovering transplant patient determined 
to stock up before he leaves the hospital. 
Doctors supplementing their salaries by 
selling an organ or two. A kleptomaniac kid 
on the loose. A soup-cooking candy striper 
right out of Sweeney Todd. Calling it a 
health care crisis would be an 
understatement... 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Vital Organs, go to 
our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/53. 
Amateur rights for Vital Organs are $40.00 
for the first performance and $25.00 for 
each additional performance. These prices 
include the right to print as many copies of 
the script as your production needs. 
Professional rights should be negotiated 
directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
WHAT COMES AROUND... 
By Tom Smith 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama. 1-4 males, 2-8 females. 50-60 
minutes.  Suitable for performance and 
viewing by high school age and up.  
 

SYNOPSIS 
In the style of La Ronde, a group of high 
school students meet at a local coffee 
house to gossip, confess and confront each 
other about everything from relationships to 
addictions and longings to suicide.  Included 
among those who come and go are Karly, 
who needs to do anything it takes to get her 
father's approval and the high grades he 
expects; Josh, the tennis player who is 
desperate to seek out a new identity, 
Joseph, whose reliance on pills is pulling 
him away from the people who care about 
him the most, and Mandy, the school 
outcast, who has had enough of the 
taunting from her classmates and intends to 
do something about it. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for What Comes 
Around..., go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/100. 
Amateur rights for What Comes Around... 
are $60.00 for the first performance and 
$35.00 for each additional performance. 
These prices include the right to print as 
many copies of the script as your production 
needs. Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
THE WILD AND WACKY 
RHYMING STORIES OF MISS 
HENRIETTA HUMPLEDOWNING 
By Tom Smith 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy.  2-7 males, 2-11 females, 4+ 
either.  35-45 minutes.  Suitable for middle 
school or older actors, and audiences of all 
ages. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Four strange, funny, and offbeat stories told 
in rhyming couplets.  In Dori Lee, a girl's 
obsession with her looks goes too far.  In 
The Boy Who Grew a Tail, a boy refuses to 
eat his vegetables—with dramatic results! 
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 In The Bully, Earl Greene, a girl wakes up 
in the body of the town bully, and in The 
Giant Gnome, young Zachary discovers you 
might not really want what you wish for. 
 Reminiscent of the poetry of Shel 
Silverstein, and with a delightfully oddball 
bent! 
 
TO ORDER 
To request perusal materials and a 
production contract for The Wild and Wacky 
Rhyming Stories of Miss Henrietta 
Humpledowning, go to our online order 
page at http://youthplays.com/plays/view/92. 
 
Amateur rights for The Wild and Wacky 
Rhyming Stories of Miss Henrietta 
Humpledowning are $60.00 for the first 
performance and $35.00 for each additional 
performance. These prices include the right 
to print as many copies of the script as your 
production needs.  Professional rights 
should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
THE WISE PEASANT GIRL 
By Donna Spector 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Fairy Tale. 1 male, 1 female, 9-13 either.  
20-30 minutes.  Suitable for elementary 
school and middle school. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Young King Alexander lives, isolated, in a 
beautiful castle, surrounded by a high wall. 
When a peasant girl tells him about strange 
troubles in his country, despite his disbelief, 
he explores his kingdom at night, in 
disguise, and discovers not only the truth 
and the solutions to his subjects’ woes, but 
also the key to his own happiness. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request perusal materials and a 
production contract for The Wise Peasant 
Girl, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/89. 
 

Amateur rights for The Wise Peasant Girl 
are $45.00 for the first performance and 
$30.00 for each additional performance. 
These prices include the right to print as 
many copies of the script as your production 
needs.  Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
YOU'RE NEXT 
By Jonathan Dorf 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama.  2 males.  15-20 minutes.  Best 
suited for high school performers.  You're 
Next can either stand alone or play with 
Ticking and Play's End as part of the 
Gunplay trilogy. 
 
"It was an amazing journey working on 
Gunplay. We took this trilogy all the way to 
the State level of competition and learned 
something new with every performance. 
This piece offers many educational 
opportunities without preaching the dangers 
of guns."—Michelle Backel, Faculty 
Director, Lyman High School (Longwood, 
FL) 
 

 
Jay (Michael Strong) shows Peter (Blake 

Elmquist) how his little brother fires a gun out of  
the window in You're Next  at The Haverford 

School (Haverford, PA).  
 
SYNOPSIS 
Jay, still dripping from being thrown in the 
shower again by the school bully, huddles 
with his best friend, Peter, in a room just off 
the locker room. Peter has brought a gun 
and wants Jay to use it on the bully. When 
Jay hesitates, Peter first tries to reason with 
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him, then questions his courage and even 
his sexuality. As the play goes on, Peter 
reveals that he's the one in trouble, and he 
doesn't know what to do. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request perusal materials and a 
production contract for You're Next, go to 
our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/55. 

 
Amateur rights for You're Next are $35.00 
for the first performance and $25.00 for 
each additional performance. These prices 
include the right to print as many copies of 
the script as your production needs.  
Professional rights should be negotiated 
directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
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TEN-MINUTE PLAYS 
 
A-BOMB WEDDING 
By Jonathan Dorf 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy. 1 male, 1 female.  Suitable for 
high school and up. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Two twentysomething strangers, Will and 
Jennifer, wait in a convenience store for the 
missing clerk to return. Both have strapped 
themselves to nuclear weapons and have 
come to the convenience store to take 
hostages. Each is in a panic to find that 
special someone. The clerk never shows—
nor do any other customers—and the two 
leave together, allegedly to search the all-
night diner across the street for potential 
hostages. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request perusal materials and a 
production contract for A-Bomb Wedding, 
go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/1. 
 
Amateur rights for A-Bomb Wedding are 
$25.00 for the first performance and $15.00 
for each additional performance.  A 
forensics license is $20.00, and allows use 
by one team per year.  These prices include 
the right to print as many copies of the script 
as your production needs. Professional 
rights should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
ALL A-TWITTER 
By Kenyon Brown 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Dramedy. 2 females. 10-12 minutes. 
Suitable for middle school and older. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
As Abby and Lauren watch a meteor 
shower from their backyard, the two sisters 

can also see their mother sitting inside the 
kitchen. While the girls attempt to observe 
and record the number of shooting stars, 
their mother constantly interrupts them with 
cell phone "tweets," forcing them to respond 
to her problems. The annoying tweets 
cause the older sister to reveal to her 
younger sibling that their mother has broken 
up with her boyfriend. The girls begin 
questioning their uncertain future, 
speculating on what will happen to them 
and their divorced parents. Will they ever be 
a family again? As the girls confront the 
reality of their lives, they are brought closer 
together. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request perusal materials and a 
production contract for All A-Twitter, go to 
our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/81. 
 
Amateur rights for All A-Twitter are $25.00 
for the first performance and $15.00 for 
each additional performance.  A forensics 
license is $20.00, and allows use by one 
team per year.  These prices include the 
right to print as many copies of the script as 
your production needs. Professional rights 
should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
ALMOST PERFECT 
By Trevor Suthers 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Dramedy. 1 male, 1 female. 7-10 minutes. 
Suitable for high school and older. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Shaun is truly taken with Shannon—she’s 
just perfect. Cool Shannon does not 
agree—surely she has at least one flaw. 
And when she forces Shaun to let her know 
what it is, will she get more than she 
bargained for...? 
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TO ORDER 
To request perusal materials and a 
production contract for Almost Perfect, go to 
our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/104. 
 
Amateur rights for Almost Perfect are 
$25.00 for the first performance and $15.00 
for each additional performance.  A 
forensics license is $20.00, and allows use 
by one team per year.  These prices include 
the right to print as many copies of the script 
as your production needs. Professional 
rights should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
THE ANTS AND THE 
GRASSHOPPER 
By Trevor Suthers 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy. 3 either. 5-8 minutes. Suitable for 
all ages. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
An updated version of the classic fable The 
Ant and the Grasshopper. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request perusal materials and a 
production contract for The Ants and the 
Grasshopper, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/90. 
 
Amateur rights for The Ants and the 
Grasshopper are $12.00 for the first 
performance and $10.00 for each additional 
performance.  These prices include the right 
to print as many copies of the script as your 
production needs. Professional rights 
should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 

BOYS GONE MILD  
By Steven Korbar 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy. 8-10 minutes. 2 males. Suitable 
for high school and older.  
 
SYNOPSIS 
Two teenage boys find that a Girls Gone 
Wild DVD is a lot more—and less—than 
they bargained for when one of their older 
sisters shows up on screen. Suddenly the 
boys find they have conflicting opinions 
about watching the rest of the DVD, how 
they look at women in general and who can 
kick whose butt in Call of Duty.   
 
TO ORDER 
To request perusal materials and a 
production contract for Boys Gone Mild, go 
to our online order page at 
http:youthplays.com/plays/view/93.  
 
Amateur rights for Boys Gone Mild are 
$25.00 for the first performance and $15.00 
for each additional performance.  A 
forensics license is $20.00, and allows use 
by one team per year.  These prices include 
the right to print as many copies of the script 
as your production needs. Professional 
rights should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
THE COOKING GENE 
By Jonathan Dorf 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama.  2 males.  About 10 minute.  
Minimal or suggested set, and suitable for 
high school actors (or possibly mature 
middle school actors) or older. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
When a high school home economics family 
budgeting assignment requires each 
student to choose a pretend spouse, a gay 
teen chooses his boyfriend to be his 
husband. 
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TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for The Cooking Gene, 
go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/5. 
 
Amateur rights for The Cooking Gene are 
$25.00 for the first performance and $15.00 
for each additional performance.  A 
forensics license is $20.00, and allows use 
by one team per year.  These prices include 
the right to print as many copies of the script 
as your production needs.  Professional 
rights should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
DETENTION 
By Trevor Suthers 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy.  2 females.  8-10 minutes.  
Suitable for high school actors or older. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Two teenage girls are trapped in detention 
until they have written a letter of apology. 
But they won't be able to finish writing until 
they've decided whose fault this is... 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Detention, go to our 
online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/101. 
 
Amateur rights for Detention are $25.00 for 
the first performance and $15.00 for each 
additional performance.  A forensics license 
is $20.00, and allows use by one team per 
year.  These prices include the right to print 
as many copies of the script as your 
production needs.  Professional rights 
should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 

ERASING THE BRAIN 
By Nina Mansfield 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Dramedy.  1 male, 1 female, plus a female 
offstage voice.  8-11 minutes.  Suitable for 
upper elementary actors or older. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
When Ellen discovers that her younger 
brother Mattie has read her diary, she 
resorts to drastic measures: she takes his 
video game controller hostage. Mattie tries 
to convince Ellen that he can erase his 
brain, including all memories of the boy that 
she has been writing about. After all, Mattie 
argues, wasn’t Mom able to erase her 
brain? Has their Mom really forgotten all 
about their Dad, and is Mattie destined to as 
well? 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Erasing the Brain, go 
to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/106. 
 
Amateur rights for Erasing the Brain are 
$25.00 for the first performance and $15.00 
for each additional performance.  A 
forensics license is $20.00, and allows use 
by one team per year.  These prices include 
the right to print as many copies of the script 
as your production needs.  Professional 
rights should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com.  
 
 
FIRST DANCE 
By Nancy Brewka-Clark 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy. 10 minutes. 2 females. Suitable 
for middle school performers and older and 
for audiences of all ages.   
 
SYNOPSIS 
What could be more exciting than seeing 
your first love coming toward you at your 
first dance? Sophia and her best friend Rain 
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both really, really like Keating Osborne and 
can barely wait to see who he'll dance with 
first—until he takes a step that they never 
expected.   
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for First Dance, go to 
our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/99.  
 
Amateur rights for First Dance are $25 for 
the first performance and $15 for each 
additional performance.  A forensics license 
is $20.00, and allows use by one team per 
year.  These prices include the right to print 
as many copies of the script as your 
production needs.  Professional rights 
should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
GIRL FRIEND 
By Steve Lambert 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama. 9-12 minutes. 1 female. Suitable for 
high school performers and older. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Fiona, 17, kept her unrequited love a secret. 
Now the young man is dead.  And he’s the 
only one to whom she can confess her grief. 
Standing by his grave, she wonders 
whether to move on with her life or stay 
cocooned in bereavement.  Has Fiona 
finally got the object of her desire where she 
wants him?   
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Girl Friend, go to our 
online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/108.  
 
Amateur rights for Girl Friend are $20 for 
the first performance and $15 for each 
additional performance.  A forensics license 
is $15.00, and allows use by one team per 
year.  These prices include the right to print 

as many copies of the script as your 
production needs.  Professional rights 
should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
HOW BLUE IS MY CROCODILE 
By Arthur Jolly 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama.  2 females.  About 10 minutes.  
Suitable for all ages. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Two young girls play games that explore 
and reveal their concerns, while waiting for 
their father who is returning wounded from a 
tour of duty. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for How Blue is My 
Crocodile, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/71. 
 
Amateur rights for How Blue is My Crocodile 
are $25.00 for the first performance and 
$15.00 for each additional performance.  A 
forensics license is $20.00, and allows use 
by one team per year.  These prices include 
the right to print as many copies of the script 
as your production needs.  Professional 
rights should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
LAST RIGHT BEFORE THE 
VOID 
By Jonathan Dorf 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy.  2 males, 1 female.  10-12 
minutes.  Suitable for high school and older. 
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The Woman reveals her destination in the Oak 

Park High School production of Last Right Before 
the Void  (Kansas City, MO). 

 
SYNOPSIS 
Christian hitchhikes on a dark highway in 
Minnesota, waiting near the last exit before 
a seeming black hole. On the other side of 
the road, a Woman carrying a sign saying 
“Alaska” hitchhikes in the opposite direction. 
Christian crosses the road and tells her that 
he is a fugitive; he has run over his 
stepfather with his stepfather’s car in front of 
his house. He tells her he’s in community 
college, then recants and tells her that he 
has dropped out. She tries to get him to go 
away, but he claims he needs someone to 
talk to and stays. A Man arrives and claims 
to be Elvis, then “proves” it by telling 
Christian about Christian’s birth. The 
Woman claims to be Medea, and Christian’s 
mother, while Elvis insists he’s Darth Vader 
and Christian’s father. Christian recants 
about killing his stepfather, and it turns out 
he is only seventeen. Just as Elvis/Darth 
Vader and Medea steal Christian’s shirt, 
leaving him to freeze on a cold night as they 
try to flag down aliens, the scene 
evaporates. Christian suddenly is outside 
his house, talking to his stepfather, trying to 
negotiate his way back inside. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request perusal materials and a 
production contract for Last Right Before the 
Void, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/19. 
 
Amateur rights for Last Right Before the 
Void are $25.00 for the first performance 
and $15.00 for each additional performance.  

A forensics license is $20.00, and allows 
use by one team per year.  These prices 
include the right to print as many copies of 
the script as your production needs.  
Professional rights should be negotiated 
directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
MIDNIGHT SNOW FALLS 
SOFTLY 
By Donna Stuccio 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama. 1 male, 1 female. 9-13 minutes. 
Suitable for high school and up. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Christmas Eve, 1971.  In a sleepy 
Pennsylvania coal mining town, the Vietnam 
War continues to cast its pall as 17-year-old 
Janey and 19-year-old Mick finish up their 
shift in the local diner while midnight draws 
close. As they search for a quiet place to 
share the advent of Christmas Day, the two 
young lovers are forced to confront news 
that threatens to change their lives forever. 
They struggle to find common spiritual 
ground and to learn what it means to have 
faith - faith in a higher power and faith in the 
power of their love. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Midnight Snow Falls 
Softly, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/103. 
 
Amateur rights for Midnight Snow Falls 
Softly are $25.00 for the first performance 
and $15.00 for each additional performance.  
A forensics license is $20.00, and allows 
use by one team per year.  These prices 
include the right to print as many copies of 
the script as your production needs. 
Professional rights should be negotiated 
directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
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AN OLD-FASHIONED 
CHRISTMAS 
By Barbara Lindsay 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama. 1 male, 1 female. 10-12 minutes. 
Suitable for high school and up. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
It's Christmas Eve, and Kitty is determined 
that everything is going to be jolly and 
perfect, despite a workaholic mother 
and absent father.  She has made plum 
pudding and wrapped presents.  She is 
singing carols and cutting out snowflakes.  
She is doing her darndest.  But when Kitty's 
cynical brother Matt arrives, beat up and 
robbed, Kitty is going to have to work that 
much harder to find the true Christmas 
spirit. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for An Old-Fashioned 
Christmas, go to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/94. 
 
Amateur rights for An Old-Fashioned 
Christmas are $25.00 for the first 
performance and $15.00 for each additional 
performance.  A forensics license is $20.00, 
and allows use by one team per year.  
These prices include the right to print as 
many copies of the script as your production 
needs. Professional rights should be 
negotiated directly with YouthPLAYS at 
info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
OPTIONS 
By Carol S. Lashof 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Comedy. 2 females. 7-10 minutes. Suitable 
for high school and up. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Stressed-out high school senior Molly is 
way too busy to date. Her fondest wish is to 
get a good night’s sleep. Her friend Ellen, 

also an over-achiever, recommends a way 
out of the frenetic round of résumé-building.  
Is accidentally on purpose forgetting the 
condoms on prom night the perfect solution, 
or should she keep her options open…? 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Options, go to our 
online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/105. 
 
Amateur rights for Options are $25.00 for 
the first performance and $15.00 for each 
additional performance.  A forensics license 
is $20.00, and allows use by one team per 
year.  These prices include the right to print 
as many copies of the script as your 
production needs. Professional rights 
should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
PRETTY 
By Dan Berkowitz 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama. 2 females. 7-9 minutes. Suitable for 
high school and up. 
 

 
Celia Kleeman (L) and Renee Erikson in the Turtle 
Shell Theater (New York, NY) production of Pretty . 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Charley is a bright, eager, awkward, 
somewhat shy 14-year-old girl, who likes 
arithmetic and Dancing With the Stars , but 
more than anything wants to be reunited 



33 

with—and live with—Cindy, the mother who 
abandoned her some time ago. But when 
the two of them meet, it becomes clear that 
Cindy's problems may be a bit more than 
Charley's wish can overcome. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Pretty, go to our 
online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/113. 
 
Amateur rights for Pretty are $25.00 for the 
first performance and $15.00 for each 
additional performance.  A forensics license 
is $20.00, and allows use by one team per 
year.  These prices include the right to print 
as many copies of the script as your 
production needs. Professional rights 
should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
SUNSET JOHNSON 
By Ed Shockley 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Drama. 1 male, 1 female. About 10 minutes. 
Suitable for high school and up. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
Sunset Johnson is a young black soldier 
back home in Virginia from WWI. He is 
hiding in the woods ducking work on his 
father's farm. He happens upon a young 
white girl chasing butterflies and also 
ducking farm work. The two enjoy an 
innocent, witty and simultaneously 
dangerous flirtation. 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for Sunset Johnson, go 
to our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/26. 

 
Amateur rights for Sunset Johnson are 
$25.00 for the first performance and $15.00 
for each additional performance.  A 
forensics license is $20.00, and allows use 
by one team per year.  These prices include 
the right to print as many copies of the script 
as your production needs. Professional 
rights should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
 
 
THE TRESTLE 
By Patricia Lamkin 
 
ABOUT THE PLAY 
Romantic Comedy. 7-9 minutes. 1 male, 1 
female. Suitable for high school and older. 
 
SYNOPSIS 
A misfit train lover shows a straitlaced girl 
his favorite spot: the middle of a narrow 
train bridge at night. Can he get her to 
appreciate the romance of danger, or will 
the next train be the end of both of them? 
 
TO ORDER 
To request free perusal materials and a 
production contract for The Trestle, go to 
our online order page at 
http://youthplays.com/plays/view/86.  
Amateur rights for The Trestle are $15.00 
for the first performance and $10.00 for 
each additional performance.  A forensics 
license is $15, and allows use by one team 
per year.  These prices include the right to 
print as many copies of the script as your 
production needs.  Professional rights 
should be negotiated directly with 
YouthPLAYS at info@youthplays.com. 
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BOOKS AND E-BOOKS 
 

 
 
A book for young playwrights and those 
who teach them. 
 
Do your students want to write plays that 
will actually get produced? Or are you a 
budding young playwright yourself? Then 
meet your new best friend. Young 
Playwrights 101 will guide young writers 
through the playwriting process, from initial 
idea to submission. Created with young 
playwrights and those who teach them in 
mind, it's a complete course, organized in 
easy-to-follow lessons and filled with 
practical exercises designed to hone young 
writers' skills and get them writing better 
plays faster. Here are just a few examples 
of the topics you'll find inside Young 
Playwrights 101: 
 
Creating Characters and Conflict 
The Three Act Structure and its Alternatives 
Choosing the Right Setting 
The "Question" of the Play 
How to Use an Outline 
Handling Exposition 
Using Punctuation to Write Better Dialogue 
Beginning and Ending Your Play 

Dealing with Writer's Block 
Rewriting with The Writer's Web and the 
Troubleshooter's Checklist 
How to Have a Useful Play Reading 
The Playwright's Bill of Rights 
A Suggested Reading List, Links to Young 
Playwrights Contests and much, much 
more... 
 
Whether you're writing your first play, want 
to brush up on your skills or are looking for 
that missing "something" in your writing, 
Young Playwrights 101 is the jumpstart you 
need to write plays that make it to the stage. 
 
AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK OR AS AN 
E-BOOK. 
 
TO ORDER 
To order Young Playwrights 101, go to 
http://www.youngplaywrights101.com/catalo
g/index.php 
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Notes from a Practicing Writer, by Ed 
Shockley. (Hopewell Publications, ISBN 
0972690638, trade paperback, 188 pgs) An 
award winning dramatist/screenwriter 
shares unique insights into the craft of 
playwriting plus practical suggestions for 
career development. "It's not how well you 
write, it's how well you see," says Shockley. 
"An inspiring examination of how and why to 
write a play, as well as a practical course in 
building a theatre career." —James 
McBride, author of The Color of Water. 
 
TO ORDER 
To order Notes from a Practicing Writer, go 
to 
http://hopepubs.home.comcast.net/~hopepu
bs/pubbuy.html#notes. 
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OUR PLAYWRIGHTS 
 
Jonathan Dorf  is a Los Angeles-based playwright, screenwriter and script consultant, whose 
plays have been produced in nearly every state in the US, as well as in Canada, Europe, Asia, 
Australia and New Zealand. He is Co-Chair of the Alliance of Los Angeles Playwrights and the 
Resident Playwriting Expert for Final Draft and The Writers Store. He directed the theatre 
program at The Haverford School, and spent three years at Choate Rosemary Hall Summer 
Arts Conservatory as playwright-in-residence. He is a frequent guest artist at Thespian 
conferences and schools, and has served as Visiting Professor of Theatre in the MFA 
Playwriting program at Hollins University, and as United States cultural envoy to Barbados.  He 
holds a BA in Dramatic Writing and Literature from Harvard College and an MFA in Playwriting 
from UCLA.  His website is http://jondorf.com. 
 
Ed Shockley , MFA is author of more than fifty plays. His works have set five box office records 
and been honored with numerous awards, including the Stephen Sondheim Award for 
Outstanding Contributions to American Musical Theatre, a Pew Fellowship in the Arts and PA 
State Arts Council Playwrights Fellowship. He has received commissions for youth theatre plays 
from Seattle Children's Theatre, Children's Theatre of Charlotte, Dallas Children's Theatre, 
Black Spectrum Theatre and the Harlem Renaissance Theatre. His historical short film, Stone 
Mansion , aired on Showtime television. 
 
Nikki Adkins has a BA in Theatre Arts from the University of Central Oklahoma, and studied 
Shakespeare at London Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts.  She has worked with children's 
theatres as a performer and teacher for many years, including the Children’s Theatre of 
Charlotte, where she was a member of their professional troupe, the Tarradiddle Players. They 
visited schools and civic venues all over the Southeast, performing and teaching playwriting 
workshops. Nikki is currently a children’s librarian in Los Angeles, and is a monthly contributing 
writer for the award winning children's magazine My School Rocks!.  She enjoys sharing her 
love of theatre, writing, literature, and life with young people, and as such, is currently spending 
summers pursuing her MFA in Children's Literature with an emphasis in Playwriting at Hollins 
University in Roanoke, Virginia. 
 
Dan Berkowitz  is Co-Chair of The Alliance of Los Angeles Playwrights, and is the former Los 
Angeles Regional Rep of The Dramatists Guild of America, the professional association of 
playwrights, composers, and lyricists. His writing for the stage has been produced off-Broadway, 
in major regional theatres, in college and amateur theatres throughout the United States, and in 
Canada.  He is the author of four optioned screenplays, and was principal scriptwriter for The 
Movie Channel’s hosted format with Robert Osborne. A former Senior Story Analyst for RHI 
Entertainment, a division of Hallmark, Dan is a consultant for stage, film, and television scripts.  
In addition to writing, Dan has produced and/or directed, scores of plays, musicals, and cabaret 
revues, as well as several seasons of syndicated television programming, and a raft of 
commercials and industrial and educational videos.  His website is http://danberkowitz.com. 
 
John Bolen 's plays have been produced throughout the U.S.  They include: Count Down the 
Thunder (New Jersey Repertory, Longbranch, NJ; Stages Theatre, Fullerton, CA), Best 
Chance, Chance Best (Chance Theater, Anaheim Hills, CA; Cabrillo Playhouse, San 
Clemente, CA), Waiting (Theatre@First, Somerville, MA; NewGate Theatre, Providence, RI; 
Newport Theatre Arts Center, Newport Beach, CA; Thalian Hall Studio Center, Wilmington, NC; 
Costa Mesa Playhouse, Costa Mesa, CA), For Bidden (Secret Rose Theatre, North Hollywood, 
CA; The Asylum Theatre, Hollywood, CA), A Song for Me (Secret Rose), Goodnight, Joe 
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(Lincoln Square Theatre, Chicago, IL; Costa Mesa Playhouse), Nothing for Christmas (Malibu 
Stage Company, Malibu, CA; Chance Theater; Costa Mesa Playhouse), Sands of Discontent 
(Vanguard Theatre, Fullerton, CA; Costa Mesa Playhouse), Sunday (Garden Grove Playhouse, 
Garden Grove, CA; Vanguard Theatre; staged readings at Palm Springs Playwrights Circle, 
Palm Springs, CA and Don Cribb Theatre, Santa Ana, CA), Loreto (Vanguard), ‘Tween Time 
(Gallery Theatre, Anaheim, CA), A Christmas Frail (Empire Theatre, Santa Ana, CA), Kris’ 
Hopes (Chance), Expectations (Chance), Believing (Chance), Rudy in Saigon (Chance), Not 
Larabie (Costa Mesa),  David (Costa Mesa),  Lawanda  (staged readings: Genesius Theatre 
Guild, New York, NY; Theatre Neo, Los Angeles, CA; Underground Theatre, Hollywood, CA),  A 
Tangled Affair  (staged reading: Empire Theatre), and The Hidden Dark  (staged reading: 
Theatre Neo).  He is the Producing Artistic Director for the New Voices Playwrights’ Theatre. 
 
A professional writer for four decades, Nancy Brewka-Clark  began her career after graduating 
from Wheaton College by covering Boston theater for many newspapers and magazines, 
interviewing luminaries such as legendary queen of the Yiddish theater Molly Picon, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., Jane Powell, Leonard Nimoy, Sandy Dennis, Robert Brustein and Israel Horovitz. 
 It wasn’t until 1997 that she wrote her first ten-minute comedy for a Boston competition to be 
judged by Craig Lucas. Although an April ice storm prevented both her and him from actually 
seeing the performance, her determination was fixed: she would think big and write small. Since 
then her plays have been produced in venues as varied as Brooklyn, New York and Harrogate, 
England, and many of her comic monologues have been published by Smith and Kraus. 
 
Kenyon Brown  is an award-winning playwright whose productions include Pillow Fight , 
Notification , All A-Twitter , In View of , Pride Trash , and Ashes to Snatches, Dust to Bust . 
He has been produced in SF, NYC, and LA as well as internationally. His professional theatre 
experience includes working at Circle Repertory Company in NYC. He was awarded the 
Hopwood Award for Drama from the University of Michigan. He is a member of The Playwrights' 
Center, The Dramatists Guild of America, Inc., TCG, and The Writer’s Center of Indiana. 
 
Matt Buchanan  is a New England-based professional playwright and composer specializing in 
theatre with and for young people. His plays and musicals have been performed across the 
United States and in several foreign countries. He is also an accomplished stage and music 
director, as well as a performing musician. He was a founding member of the Boston rock band 
System Underload. Matt has a BA in Music from Harvard College and an MFA in Child Drama 
from the University of Texas at Austin. 
 
Len Cuthbert  has been combining theatre and youth since the late 1980s.  He has had a 
variety of plays published as well as produced in various theatres in North America and the UK.  
He is the creator and director of Fridge Door Live Theatre Company for youth and children 
and lives with his wife and two children near London, Ontario, Canada. 
 
Paul E. Doniger  teaches drama and English (and runs the theatre program) at Pomperaug 
High School (Southbury, CT), and was a founding member of the prestigious CSC Repertory 
Theatre (Classic Stage Company) in New York City, where he was trained as a classical actor. 
At CSC, Mr. Doniger served as a leading actor and Board of Directors member. After leaving 
CSC, Mr. Doniger worked in numerous theatres and worked regularly in film and television. He 
moved to Connecticut with his wife Nancy in 1979. Mr. Doniger also served as an adjunct 
English professor at Western Connecticut State University, from where he holds a Master of 
Arts in English. He has been published several times, including in Syntax in the Schools  and 
English Journal , and is a contributing author for Grammar Alive: A Guide for Teachers . In 
recent years he could be seen on stage as Sir Toby Belch in Twelfth Night  at Shakespeare 



38 

Ventures (Fairfield University) and as Prospero in The Tempest  at The Town Players 
(Newtown, CT). He is also the treasurer and archivist of the Connecticut Drama Association. 
 
Kelly DuMar  is an award-winning playwright, creative arts workshop facilitator and author of a 
non-fiction book for parents, Before You Forget – The Wisdom of Writing Diaries for Your 
Children. Kelly’s plays have been produced around the US and in Canada, and her award 
winning one-act plays and monologues have been published by a variety of publishers. Kelly is 
a long-time member and past president of Playwrights’ Platform, Boston, and she produces the 
annual Our Voices Festival of Boston area women playwrights. Kelly received her Master’s 
Degree in Education from the Harvard University Graduate School of Education and her BA in 
English with Honors from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. Kelly is a certified 
psychodramatist and Fellow in the American Society for Group Psychotherapy, and she is 
artistic director of The Red Suitcase Playerz, a Playback Theatre Troupe for kids. She lives in 
the Boston area with her husband and three children. 
 
Patrick Gabridge  has written numerous plays, including Constant State of Panic , Pieces of 
Whitey , Blinders , and Reading the Mind of God , which have been staged in theatres across 
the country. His first novel, Tornado Siren, was by published Behler Publications. Much of his 
work seems to feature scientists—which might be explained by his degree from MIT. He co-
founded Boston’s Rhombus writers’ group and started the on-line Playwright Submission Binge, 
as well as theatre companies in New York and Denver. More than thirty of his plays are 
published and have been used by thousands of students and teachers in performance and 
competition. Patrick lives in Boston with his wife and two kids (one of whom is a high schooler). 
 
D.W. Gregory  is a resident playwright with New Jersey Rep and a member of the Dramatists 
Guild.  She writes frequently about the American working class experience and is best known 
for Radium Girls , an historical drama about dial painters poisoned on the job in the 1920s.  A 
popular title in high school and college theatre, it has received more than 130 productions 
worldwide, including in London, Chicago, Boston, and Toronto.  The other feather in her cap is 
The Good Daughter , about a Missouri farm family struggling with rapid social change after 
World War I, which was her first project with New Jersey Rep and was nominated for a Pulitzer 
Prize when it premiered there in 2003.  Gregory's work in youth theatre was launched with a 
residency at Imagination Stage (Bethesda, MD), where she wrote and premiered Miracle in 
Mudville  and four other plays for young audiences.  Two of those works, Penny Candy  and 
The Secret Lives of Toads , are available through Dramatic Publishing.  In addition to writing 
plays, Gregory has worked as a theatre critic, writing for The Washington Post, and as a 
teaching artist.  She is a founding member of The Playwrights Gymnasium, a process-oriented 
playwrights' workshop based in Washington, D.C. More information about her plays is available 
on her web site, http://www.dwgregory.com. 
 
Fengar Gael ’s plays include Drink Me , Touch of Rapture , The Spell Caster , The Island of 
No Tomorrows , Opaline , Gift of a Thousand Tongues , and Devil Dog Six . She has had 
workshops and productions at various theatres including the Sundance Institute, the Utah 
Shakespearean Festival, the InterAct Theatre of Philadelphia, New Jersey Repertory, 
Playwrights Theatre of New Jersey, the Moxie Theatre of San Diego, the Seanachai Theatre of 
Chicago, the Kitchen Dog Theatre of Dallas, the New York Stage and Film Company, and 
MultiStages of New York. She is a recipient of the Craig Noel Award, the Arnold Weissberger 
Award, the Playwrights First Award, as well as commissions from South Coast Repertory, New 
Jersey Repertory, and the National New Play Network, and a playwriting fellowship from the 
California Arts Council. She is currently working on a musical, Soul on Vinyl , with composer 
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Dennis McCarthy, and her play, The Usher’s Ball , will be produced in New York  by the 
Collaborative Arts Project 21 this forthcoming summer. 
 
Claudia Haas  has been writing plays – primarily for teens – for eighteen years.  She has been 
honored with 1st Place in the 2009-10 Anna Zornio Memorial Play Writing Contest, 2007 Aurand 
Harris Play Writing Competition, the 2007 Bonderman Symposium at the Indiana Repertory 
Theatre and twice by the Jackie White Memorial Children’s Playwriting Contest.  Other honors 
include The Nantucket Short Play Festival and the Marilyn Hall Awards.  Many of her plays are 
commissioned by local theatres and schools in Minnesota with an eye towards writing for young 
performers.  Her plays have seen over 600 productions in every state in the U.S. as well as 
abroad.  She holds a B.A. in Speech and Theatre from Wagner College.  Additional theatre 
studies continued at Circle-in-the-Square Theatre and HB Studios in New York City.  She has 
been a teaching artist in the Twin Cities for 23 years. 
 
Scott Icenhower  is a member of the Dramatists Guild and an award-winning playwright with 
productions in the Southeast and West Coast. He has a children’s holiday play published with 
Contemporary Drama, and two adult comedies, The Twelve Months of Christmas  and No 
Kidding , published with Eldridge. His “jukebox musicals” The Service at Rocky Bluff  and One 
Mo’ Chance  were performed at the Barn Dinner Theatre (Greensboro, NC), with The Service 
at Rocky Bluff  returning in unprecedented back to back seasons due to popular demand and 
both runs having record-breaking pre-sales. Scott writes, acts and sends out a lot of query 
letters with his actress, director/choreographer wife, Katie Jo, in North Carolina. 
 
Tommy Jamerson  was born in North Carolina and raised in Northwest, Indiana. He has been 
writing plays since he was middle school, and used to beg his friends to help him perform them. 
While in high school, he fell in love with musical theatre, propelling him continue to his education 
in the arts. He attended and graduated from Indiana State University, studying theatre, with a 
concentration in playwriting and directing. While there, he was presented with the Angel of the 
Year: Humanitarian Scholarship, wrote for the Gendered Hate and Violence Conference 2007, 
and served as a judge for the Midwest High School Playwriting Competition. After earning his 
Bachelor of Science, he moved to Atlanta, Georgia to work for the Horizon Theatre Company as 
a playwriting apprentice. He is currently is working on a new musical and resides in Portage, 
Indiana, with his dog, Remy. 
 
Arthur M. Jolly  was recognized by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences with a 
Nicholl Fellowship in Screenwriting in 2006 and works as a screenwriter and playwright in Los 
Angeles, represented by the Brant Rose Agency. His plays have won numerous awards, and 
been produced internationally.  He was born in England, but also lived in Kenya, Madagascar 
and France until the age of eleven, when his family moved to New York City. He attended 
Stuyvesant High School, where he cut his economics class to sit in on creative writing classes 
with Pulitzer Prize winner Frank McCourt - then an unknown English teacher. Arthur's early 
career was in the film industry in New York, where for 12 years he worked every possible below-
the-line job, from stuntman and special effects artist to food stylist and cockroach wrangler. (Not 
the same production.) He has over 150 film and television credits, but some of them are 
cockroach wrangling. These days he will only admit to being a writer. 
 
Kris Knutsen  is an actor/playwright currently based in Calgary, Alberta.  Originally hailing from 
Seattle, Kris holds a B.A. in Theatre from Trinity Western University, and is currently pursuing 
her M.F.A. in Playwriting from Hollins University in Virginia.  An adjunct professor of theatre at 
Trinity Western and Rosebud School of the Arts, Kris also directs “playmakings”: creating 
original theatrical works within a limited time frame with students and camps. 
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Steven Korbar ’s full-length and one-act plays have been produced in New York, Los Angeles, 
Chicago and throughout the United States.  His drama, Table for Four , opened at The Source 
Festival (Washington, DC) last June and will be published in Smith and Kraus’ Best Short Plays 
of 2010, as will his comedy Mrs. Jansen Isn’t Here Now .  Other productions include I 
Understand Your Frustration  at the Turtle Shell Theater (New York, NY), Let Go  at Future 
Ten (Pittsburgh, PA) and Our Little Angel  at the 78th Street Theatre (New York, NY), as well 
as in Los Angeles and San Diego. His new full-length comedy Third Bull Run  recently had 
its first reading at Elephant Stageworks (Los Angeles, CA). 
 
Patricia Lamkin  discovered her love of playwriting in the 90s working as an actor for the 
Philadelphia Zoo Treehouse Troupe, where she wrote or helped develop a dozen environmental 
education plays for children, including It's a Scavenger's Life and Witling . Commissioned 
museum works followed: Bat Tales  for the Franklin Institute, as well as All the World’s a Stage 
and Haym Solomon: A Remarkable Man  for Historic Philadelphia, Inc.  In Philadelphia, 
Patricia was a member of the Brick Playhouse, where she developed and premiered several 
short plays, including The Trestle , Teasing , and the one act, Last Wishes , which won the 
Brick's prestigious Best of IT award. Patricia now resides in Los Angeles and is a member of the 
Alliance of Los Angeles Playwrights (ALAP) and ReWrights playwriting group.  She was most 
recently seen performing in her real-life satire, Angel City , at the Next Stage Theatre. She 
holds an M.F.A. in Acting from the University of Southern Mississippi. 
 
Carol S. Lashof  is a playwright, librettist, and educator. Her plays have been produced by the 
Magic Theatre of San Francisco, Bay Area Radio Drama, Palo Alto TheatreWorks, and Fringe 
Benefits Theatre in Los Angeles, as well as at schools, colleges, and community theatres 
around the world from Barstow, California to Beijing, China. Publications include Medusa's Tale  
in Plays in One Act (Ecco Press) and two short plays for elementary school audiences in Cootie 
Shots: Theatrical Inoculations Against Bigotry  (Theatre Communications Group). Two 
monologues from Gap are included in One on One: The Best Men’s Monologues for the 21st 
Century (Applause Books). Scenes from Gap and from Persephone Underground  appear in 
DUO! Best Scenes for Two for the 21st century (Applause Books). As a librettist, Lashof 
collaborates with British composer James McCarthy; their opera, Threat Level , was 
commissioned by the Scottish National Opera. 
 
Donna Latham  has been making up stuff, writing it down, and acting it out forever. Her plays 
have been produced from coast to coast. MyFace received its world premiere at the 
EstroGenius Festival and was part of F.A.C.T.’s WORDS & WINE Reading Series, both in New 
York. Do These Jeans Make My Butt Look Massive?  received its first New York production at 
The Looking Glass Theatre. Proverbs  was a finalist in the Irish Fest Play Contest at the Irish 
American Heritage Center (Chicago, IL), appeared at the Snowdance Comedy Festival (Racine, 
WI) and ran in a double-Irish bill with Paddy and the Mermaid  at the Odyssey Stage Theatre 
(Chapel Hill, NC). Corner Critics  opened Nothing Without a Company’s Word Circus II 
(Chicago, IL), and schools throughout the States have performed her series Grappling With 
Grammar . 
 
Barbara Lindsay ’s first full length play, Free, won the New York Drama League's Playwriting 
Competition and was given its premiere production in London.  Since then, there have been 
more than 170 national and international productions of her plays and monologues.  Her full 
length play I-2195 won the Women’s Playwriting Award at UM St. Louis and was subsequently 
produced there.  Her short play Here to Serve You  won the Peace Play Prize awarded by 
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Goshen College (Indiana).  Babs is a fifth generation Californian living in Seattle, Washington, 
married to an amazing man, and ridiculously happy. 
 
Jean Lorrah has published over 20 books, several of which have won awards.  Among her 
works are three children's books about the Loch Ness Monster, written with Lois Wickstrom. 
Jean has recently been studying screenwriting with an eye toward feature films.  She often 
teaches writing workshops, and is a frequent international traveler.  She lives in Kentucky with 
her dog Kadi, and two cats, Dudley and Splotch, who are therapy pets for the local humane 
society. See Jean's daily TipsOnWriting on Twitter, or get all her latest news at 
www.jeanlorrah.com. 
 
Nina Mansfield  is a playwright and fiction writer whose plays have been produced 
professionally and by academic and community theatres throughout the United States and in 
Canada.  Her produced plays include: Bona Fide ; Clean; Crash Bound ; Erasing the Brain ; 
Missed Exit ; No Epilogue ; Pedestrian Casualty : Bronx, USA ; Smile ; Text Misdirected  and 
The Tea Exercise . Nina holds an M.A. in Educational Theatre with Teaching English 7-12 from 
New York University and a B.A. in Theatre and Sociology from Vanderbilt University.  She 
studied acting and directing at the Moscow Art Theatre in Russia and is a member of the Actors’ 
Equity Association and the Screen Actors Guild.  She is also a proud member of The Dramatists 
Guild, the Society of Children’s Writers and Illustrators, Mystery Writers of America and Sisters 
in Crime. Nina currently teaches Drama and English in the state of New York. 
 
James McBride  is an author, Grammy Award-winning songwriter, musician and screenwriter. 
His landmark memoir, The Color of Water, is considered an American classic and read in 
schools and universities across the United States. His debut novel, Miracle at St. Anna, was 
translated into a major motion picture directed by American film icon Spike Lee. His newest 
novel, Song Yet Sung, was recently released in paperback. 
 
Kate McGrath ’s numerous plays have been performed in Philadelphia, Boston, New York and 
beyond. Seafood , with music by Charles Pettee, was selected as Best Play of North Carolina 
and produced by the Perihelion Theatre Company, and was a finalist at Boston’s Theatre In 
Process National Playwriting Competition.  November Women  was a finalist at the Lovecreek 
Festival, and both November Women  and Getting Sasha  have received several international 
productions. Philadelphia area credits: Philadelphia Fringe Festival, Walking Fish Theatre, 
Women’s Place Theatre and the Women’s Theatre Festival.  Kate is a member of the 
Philadelphia Dramatists Center, and holds an MA in Theatre from Villanova University. 
 
Steve Lambert  has written more than 20 plays.  His work has been performed at UK venues in 
Bristol, Bath, Exeter, Salisbury, and Camden People’s Theatre and Theatre503 in London. 
Recent work includes Showing the Monster , Aftercare , Still  and Happy Happy Happy  
(whose characters include a dolphin lured onto dry land by the kindness of strangers).  A Good 
Send-Off  was among the winners in 2009’s Pint-sized Plays competition in Wales.  A common 
theme of his work is how people’s lives are affected by their sexuality.  Steve is a member of the 
Heads & Tales story-telling group, whose series of Bristol audio stories can be downloaded for 
free (www.headsandtales.org.uk).  For more details and reviews of Steve’s plays, please visit 
www.writewords.org.uk/steve_lambert. 
 
David Muncaster  is a playwright from the United Kingdom who has won awards at festivals on 
both sides of the Atlantic. He specializes in comedies and has written more than a dozen full 
length and one act plays as well as several hundred sketches. His writing has been praised for 
characters that are authentic and dialogue that has pace, humor and momentum. In addition to 
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writing for the theatre, David also writes about the theatre with regular articles in several 
newspapers in the northwest of England, and he is the new script reviewer for the Amateur 
Stage Magazine. He also enjoys acting and directing and is an active member of his nearest 
community theatre. 
 
Rocco P. Natale was a Newington-Cropsey Fellowship recipient for dramatic writing and 
research in 2008 and is the author of seventeen plays and musicals. The latest of which, 
Smoke Signals , holds the distinction of receiving the Siff Grant for educational performance 
and was developed to tour with HAI, Inc. In addition to this distinction, his two-hander, Room at 
the End of the Hall, was a semi-finalist in the Eugene O’Neill National Playwright’s 
Conference.  His adaptation and concert work has been presented in staged readings and 
productions throughout New England and New York, and his one-act comedy I Like Husband  
is the winner of the “Long and Short of It” competition.  For his work on the boards, Mr. Natale 
has been honored with Connecticut Drama Association’s highest honor, the “Best Actor Award” 
and has served on the staff of various regional and Off-Broadway theatre companies- most 
recently The Mirror Repertory Company and Signature Theatre Company.  Mr. Natale holds 
dual B.A. Degrees in both Psychology and Dramatic Studies as well as an M.A. from NYU. 
 
Amelia Denyven Ross  is a Children’s Librarian for the Roanoke County Public Library System 
in Virginia, and the leader of the library’s Teen Creative Writing Club. She is currently pursuing 
an MFA in Children’s Literature from Hollins University, possesses a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Creative Writing from Brevard College, and has earned a Certificate in Irish Studies from 
University College Cork, Ireland. Amelia is a member of the Society for Children’s Book Writers 
and Illustrators (SCBWI). 
 
Three times nominated for the prime-time Emmy Awards, Grammy-winning songwriter Michael 
Silversher  has spent more than 40 years working in music, theatre, films and television, 
beginning with a staff-writing position with the Fifth Dimension in 1969, followed by ten years as 
founding composer/musical director of Theatreworks (Palo Alto, CA). Since 1986, Michael has 
written, composed and created sound design for Tony Award-winning theatre companies, The 
Mark Taper Forum (Los Angeles, CA) and South Coast Repertory (Costa Mesa, CA), and has 
toured the world in support of theatre, working regularly with the Kennedy Center (Washington, 
DC) and serving as resident composer for the Sundance Playwrights' Lab for five years.  He 
composed the score for 75 episodes of the hit television series Dinosaur Train , all of the songs 
for Pajanimals , and has worked on numerous other television and film projects. 
 
Tom Smith 's published plays include The Wild and Wacky Rhyming Stories of Miss 
Henrietta Humpledowning  (YouthPLAYS), Marguerita's Secret Diary  (Baker's Plays); Gray 
(Original Works Online); and The Pathmaker, Comedy of Errors  (editor), Much Ado About 
Nothing  (editor), Two Gentlemen of Verona  (editor), and Love's Labour's Lost  (editor) for 
Encore Performance Publishing as well as Dangerous , The Odyssey  and Drinking Habits , 
published by Playscripts. His other plays have received productions both nationally and 
internationally. Tom is the recipient of the Robert J. Pickering Award for Excellence in 
Playwriting, the ATHE Playworks Award, the Orlin R. Corey Outstanding Regional Playwright 
Award, the Richard Odlin Award, a Seattle Footlights Award, and has been a selected 
participant in numerous playwriting festivals across the country. He is a proud member of the 
Dramatists Guild. Feel free to check out his website at www.tomsmithplaywright.com. 
 
Donna Spector ’s play Golden Ladder (Women Playwrights: Best Plays of 2002 , Smith & 
Kraus) was produced Off Broadway, as was her first play, Another Paradise .  Her plays have 
also appeared Off Off Broadway, regionally and in Canada, Ireland and Greece.  A member of 
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the Dramatists Guild, Poets & Writers and the International Centre for Women Playwrights, she 
received N.E.H. grants to study in Greece and production grants from the Dodge Foundation 
and the New York Council for the Arts.  Winner of the Sunwall Comedy Prize and the Eileen 
Heckart Senior Drama Award, she was a finalist in the Beverly Hills/Julie Harris, Mill Mountain 
Theatre, and Theatre Unbound contests. Her play Short-Term Affairs  (35 IN 10: Thirty-Five 
Ten-Minute Plays, Dramatic Publishing) won the Palm Springs National Short Play Fest and 
was produced at Playwrights Circle (Palm Springs, CA), Gallery Players (Brooklyn, NY) and 
Actors on the Verge (New York, NY).  Her poems, stories, scenes and monologues have 
appeared in many literary magazines and anthologies. 
 
A former police officer still longing for her old beat in Syracuse’s diverse west end 
neighborhood, Donna Stuccio  completed an MFA in Creative Writing/Playwriting at Goddard 
College and her undergraduate work in acting at Syracuse University’s Drama Department. She 
is Artistic Director of Armory Square Playhouse, a non-profit playwrights’ collective. Her full-
length plays, Blue Moon  and The Job , were produced by Salt City Playhouse. She was 
selected for Ithaca’s Kitchen Theatre’s 48 Hour Playwriting Marathon, during which she wrote 
Heart Burn . Her short play Nice Pants  was selected by Wolf’s Mouth Playwrights’ Collective for 
its inaugural 10 Minute Play Festival, and her full-length, elegy in blue , was chosen to open the 
2010-2011 season at Syracuse’s Rarely Done productions. She was selected to attend the 
2010 Kennedy Center Playwriting Summer Intensive. Donna teaches playwriting, acting, and 
criminal justice, sometimes entertaining students and anyone else who will listen, as most 
former cops do, with stories of her time on the street. 
 
Trevor Suthers  has had over 50 pieces of theatre both staged and broadcast and screened in 
almost 80 productions. These range from monologues and sketches, to musicals and a 
pantomime. He has had both one-act and full-length plays produced in the US, Manchester, 
London, Edinburgh, Brighton, Salisbury and all around the North West of the UK in every 
imaginable venue from mainstage to theatre foyer to numerous bars. He has been story editor 
for popular TV soap Coronation Street  and has written episodes of Eastenders . He has also 
produced over 30 stage shows and 14 performances of topical-satire show, Headline Cabaret , 
since its inception in 1993. This year he produced the critically-acclaimed JB Shorts , six short 
plays by top TV writers, to sell-out audiences in Manchester. 
 
Lois June Wickstrom  has been writing children's stories and fantasy professionally for over 
thirty years. She also develops children's science activities and currently performs as Imagenie 
(“If something looks like magic, design an experiment. See if you can make it happen again.") 
on YouTube and MindTV.  She is the author of Starting With Safety sold by American Chemical 
Society, and the It's Chemical series. Her science articles appear in Highlights magazine.  For 
income, she fixes computers. She is married, has two grown daughters, one silly dog, three 
grand daughters, one grandson, and loves to garden. When she refers to the "back forty" she 
means the back forty square feet of her small inner city back yard. Her children's books include 
Orange Forest Rabbit, Nessie and the Living Stone, The Lying Day, Wendell the Bully, and 
other titles.  
 
Don Zolidis  is a former high school and middle school theatre teacher and is currently a 
professor of creative writing at Ursinus College.  Originally hailing from Wisconsin, Mr. Zolidis 
received his B.A. in English from Carleton College and an MFA in Playwriting from the Actor's 
Studio Program at the New School.  He has received numerous honors, including the 2004 
Princess Grace Award for Playwriting for White Buffalo , now published by Samuel French.  His 
plays have appeared or been workshopped professionally at the Ensemble Studio Theatre, 
Stage West, Purple Rose Theatre, The Victory Theatre, Bloomington Playwright's Project, 
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Chattyboo Productions, Mirror Stage Company, Impetuous Theatre Group, and New 
Dramatists.  His plays have had amateur productions in all 50 states and 16 countries and have 
won numerous state championships.  His screenplays have received numerous prizes, including 
the 2009 PAGE gold medal for drama, 1st prize in the family division for both the 2008 
Screenwriting Expo and 2008 StoryPros Contest and several others.  He has one screenplay 
under option with Will Ferrell's Gary Sanchez Productions and a second in development with an 
independent producer.  He lives with his wife and his two adorable boys. 
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Alphabetical Index of Plays 
 
27. A-Bomb Wedding 
13. The Adventures of Rocky & 

Skye 
4. Alice on the Other Side 
27. All A-Twitter 
27. Almost Perfect 
28. The Ants and the Grasshopper 
13. Aurelia's Magic 
4. The Baseball King 
14. Batten Down the Hatchlings 
5. Bobos 
28. Boys Gone Mild 
14. The Bread, the Bracelet and the 

Dove 
15. The Buttonhole Bandit 
28. The Cooking Gene 
15. Corner Critics 
13. The Day Boy and the Night Girl 
5. Day One 
29. Detention 
15. Dodge 
29. Erasing the Brain 
29. First Dance 
30. Girl Friend 
16. Go Joe 
6. Great Expectations 
13. Hardcastle Flowers: Space 

Detective 
30. How Blue is My Crocodile 
17. Johnny and Sally Ann 
16. Kadija and Swann 
18. The Kennel Club 
30. Last Right Before the Void 
18. Little Miss Dreamer 

6. Masks 
18. Merlin and Vivien 
31. Midnight Snow Falls Softly 
7. Miracle in Mudville 
19. Mother's Day 
19. Nessie and the Terrible Troll 
20. Nobody’s Listening 
32. An Old-Fashioned Christmas 
6. One Good Thing 
32. Options 
20. Persephone Underground 
32. Pretty 
21. Princess Pigface 
8. Prince Ugly (the musical) 
23. Reassembling Sasha 
9. Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry 
22. Scheme Space 
22. Secret Life Under the Stairs 
22. The Story Club 
9. Stranger on the Bus 
32. Sunset Johnson 
10. Tales of the Windship  
23. The Tea Servant 
23. Ticking 
33. The Trestle 
24. Vital Organs 
11. War of the Buttons 
24. What Comes Around... 
24. The Wild and Wacky Rhyming 

Stories of Miss Henrietta 
Humpledowning 

25. The Wise Peasant Girl 
25. You’re Next 
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Plays by Author 
 
Jonathan Dorf 

27. A-Bomb Wedding 
28. The Cooking Gene 
5. Day One 
30. Last Right Before the Void 
23. Ticking 
24. Vital Organs 
11. War of the Buttons 
25. You’re Next 
 

Ed Shockley 
5. Bobos 
15. Dodge 
13. Hardcastle Flowers: Space 

Detective 
16. Kadija and Swann 
18. Little Miss Dreamer 
18. Merlin and Vivien 
20. Nobody’s Listening 
9. Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry 
9. Stranger on the Bus 
32. Sunset Johnson 
23. The Tea Servant 

 
Nicole Adkins 

22. The Story Club 
 

Dan Berkowitz 
32. Pretty 
 

John Bolen 
13. Aurelia's Magic 
 

Nancy Brewka-Clark 
 29.  First Dance 
 
Kenyon Brown 

27. All A-Twitter 
 

Matt Buchanan 
4. Alice on the Other Side 
8. Prince Ugly (the musical) 
 

Len Cuthbert 
16. Go Joe 

 
Paul E. Doniger 

6. Masks 
 
Kelly DuMar 

13. The Adventures of Rocky & 
Skye 

 
Patrick Gabridge 

21. Reassembling Sasha 
 

Fengar Gael 
15. The Buttonhole Bandit 
10. Tales of the Windship 

 
D.W. Gregory 

7. Miracle in Mudville 
 
Claudia Haas 

14. The Bread, the Bracelet and the 
Dove 

22. Scheme Space 
 

Scott Icenhower 
14. Batten Down the Hatchlings 

 
Tommy Jamerson 

14. Princess Pigface 
 

Arthur M. Jolly 
30. How Blue is My Crocodile 
 

Kris Knutsen  
 22.   Secret Life Under the Stairs 
 
Steven Korbar 
 28.   Boys Gone Mild 
 
Steve Lambert 
 30.   Girl Friend 
 
Patricia Lamkin  
 33.   The Trestle 
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Carol S. Lashof  
 32.   Options 
 20.   Persephone Underground 
 
Donna Latham 
 15.   Corner Critics 
 
Barbara Lindsay 
 32.   An Old-Fashioned Christmas 
 
Jean Lorrah 

19. Nessie and the Terrible Troll 
 
Nina Mansfield 

29. Erasing the Brain 
 
James McBride 

5. Bobos 
 
Kate McGrath 

19. Mother's Day 
 
David Muncaster 
 18.  The Kennel Club 
 
Rocco P. Natale 

6. Great Expectations 
 

Amelia Ross 
4. The Baseball King 
 

Michael Silversher 
15. The Buttonhole Bandit 
 

Tom Smith 
17. Johnny and Sally Ann 
24. What Comes Around... 
24.   The Wild and Wacky Rhyming 

Stores of Miss Henrietta 
Humpledowning 

 
Donna Spector 
 25.   The Wise Peasant Girl 
 
Donna Stuccio 
 31.   Midnight Snow Falls Softly 
 
Trevor Suthers 
 27.   Almost Perfect 
 28.   The Ants and the Grasshopper 
 29.   Detention 
 
Lois June Wickstrom 

19. Nessie and the Terrible Troll 
 

Don Zolidis 
6. One Good Thing 
 

 


